


The Counc i l  and i ts  Execut ive  Commit tee wi l l  adv ise and prov ide gu idance
on t ra in ing requ i red to  meet  ident i f ied  sk i l l  requ i rements ,  ass is t
organ isat ions where necessary  to  deve lop and in i t ia te  career  and t ra in ing
deve lopment  programmes,  and represent  the v iews o f  the Nor thern l re land
sof tware indust ry  to  Government  t ra in ing and fund ing agenc ies .

Th is  w i l l  ensure that  Nor thern l re land main ta ins  i ts  potent ia l  fo r  growth in
the software development industry.

4.1.13 Software Industry Gatalyst Organisation (SICO)

SICO was estab l ished on 1  September  1988 to  promote the lT  indust ry  in  the
Nor th  West  o f  Nor thern l re land.  The organ isat ion has ob jec t ives which wi l l
be  ach ieved by commerc ia l  and non-commerc ia l  means,  and wi l l  necess i ta te
severa l  d is t inc t  bod ies  and companies operat ing under  the one umbre l la
organ isat ion.

The object ives of  th is organisat ion are to:-

O generate  lT  employment  in  the Nor th  West
O create  the condi t ions that  w i l l  induce the susta ined growth o f  lT  indust ry

and to part ic ipate in lT infrastructural  development
O create and promote opportuni t ies for lT investment in the North West
O generate,  at t ract ,  and retain a pool of  expert ise in the North West.

4.1.14 The Northern lreland Regional Transputer Support
Gentre
The Centre is a jo int  venture between the Universi ty of  Ulster and the
O.ueen 's  Univers i ty  o f  Be l fas t .  l t  i s  funded by the Sc ience and Engineer ing
Research Counc i l  and the Depar tment  o f  Trade and Indust ry ,  under  the
SERC/DTI  Engineer ing app l ica t ions o f  Transputers  In i t ia t ive .  Recent ly
opened,  i ts  ob jec t ives are  threefo ld :  to  enhance research and deve lopment
in  the area o f  para l le l  p rocess ing;  to  promote an awareness o f  t ransputer
technology and to  t ransfer  th is  new technology ' in to  indust ry .

4.1.15 Brit ish Computer Society (BCS)

The BCS is  the Char tered Soc ie ty  for  In format ion Technology and
In format ion Systems Engineer ing.  The Soc ie ty 's  pro fess iona l  membersh ip
grades are widely accepted as a demonstrat ion of  professional  competence.
I t  i s  recognised as the author i ta t ive ,  impar t ia l  vo ice o f  lT  pro fess iona ls  and in
consu l ta t ion wi th  i ts  members ,  prov ides adv ice,  in format ion and exper t ise  to
both government and industry on al l  issues affect ing, or af fected by, lT.

The Belfast  branch, with over 700 members, is one of the 42 local  branches
of  the Soc ie ty  and is  regarded as be ing one o f  the top three in  terms of
professiona I  stand i  ng.
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